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Upcoming Meetings

* Wednesday January 16,7 pm,
Planning Baard Public Hearingon
the LaneApplication, Prescott
Schod

* Tuesday, February 5, 2 pm,
deadline for submitting materials
for theAnnua Town Meeting
Warrant and Nominations

+ Friday, March 22, Town Elections

« Saturday, March 23, Open Town
Meeting

+ LAWislooking for peopletobe
road captains toinformyour
neighbors about importanttown
issues. Please call 845-2648to
help.

The M-Word

Lane offidds can't bring
themsdvesto describetheir
proposed asphat and con-
creteplants as “manufactur-
ing,” because our town
doesn’'t allow manufactur-
ing. Butthefederd govern-
ment calls it that, and so
does our town lawyer. At the
| ast heering, Laneacknowl-
edged tha the process in-
volves bringing in rav ma
terials and transforming
them into afinished product
that is sold to customers.

What would you cdl it?

Sunny Side Down

How do you like your
eggs? Town attorney Fred
Newcomb came to the last
public hearing amed with
a kitchen timer, to make
sure ditizens wouldn’t talk
longer than three minutes.
But you'd need asundid to
time Lane: the company’s
soft-boiled presentation has
been bubbling avay for an
eernity—and westill don’t
know how its proposed
plant woul dimpact our wa:
ter, our roads, our ar, or our
way of life.

Don't Let Lane Take UsFor Granite

Nine monthsto theday & -
ter the first Planning Board

to ask tough questions.
Lanéstrue character wasre-

adding, “We disagree.” The
article said Lane “may chal-

meeting on the Lane appli- vealed inaDec. 13 newspaper lenge the fee after the town

cation, citizenswill fi-
nally get a hearing de-
voted totheir owncon-
cerns about a granite
mine and manufactur-
ing plant in our town.
We've heard Lane
drone on for countless
hours—evading ques-
tions, patronizing town
officials and mincing

planners make their de-
cison.” Lane'simplied
threat—give usour plant
or give us our money
back—is the strategy of
bullieswho usecashasa
weapon. The $350 mil-
lion company knows that
our modest tax base can-
not underwrite its appli-

cation. But Lane doesn't

our Land Use Ordi- Atorney Fred Newcomb announces care about our town bud-

nance intoagooey por-

another citizen’s presentation has

ridgetoforce downour timed-out.

throats.

But on January 16, we
throw down thespoon! The
7:00 hearing at the Prescott
School is where you can
make a difference. And ill
to come isthe testimony of
our own experts—profes-
sionals in many fields who
have evaluated L ane’sappli-
cation and can be expected

article Thestory concernedthe
company’ stentative agreement
to reimburse Washington for
the $10,000 we taxpayershave
spent tryingto determineif the
company’sindustrial siteisap-
propriate. But Lane's lawyer
said the payment isconditional :
“The town takes the podtion
that its ordinance allows them
to request those fees,” he said,

Paper Chase Adds

At the December hear-
ing, Laneproduced acopy
of an old permit for itsas-
phalt plant and rock
crusher on Route 220, sur-
prisng those of uswho had
been demanding evidence
of such paperwork since
August. It was another in-

dication of Lan€'s arrogance
in dealing with our town.
Surdly it was no coincidence
that the permit magicaly ap-
peared on theday of thehear-
ing; keeping it secret was ob-
vioudy meanttoreitieLane's
opponents. But in fact,
witholding the evidence was

get, or our way of life
LAW seeksto encour-
age smart, sustainable eco-
nomic development in Wash-
ington—jobs and businesses
that servethe modernworld
but preserve our rural heri-
tage, while rooted in a spirit
of cooperation and trust be-
tween neighbors. In thisnew
year, let’s resolve to get
smart. Let’s reject Lane and
move on to abetter future

Disgrace

an insult to our Selectmen,
who had requested the per-
mit months ago. That per-
mit, for an expansion of a
nonconforming use, was a
mistake. We can’'t change
the pad, but we can vow not
make the same mistake
twice.




Now’s the time to swing into action!

Have you sent support for
LAW’ s effortsto protect our
farm and forest land? Wewill
be bringing our consultants

how thisindustrial opera-
tionwill affect our commu-
nity, our health, and our
way of life. This has been

:cr:])_th_e hearings but o carm possible only
isisonly Q s through the
possi ble with ; -'E generousity of
your financid o % the commu-
support. In i % nityand
order tomake £ supporters of
sure the tough £ our efforts. To
questions get c@ datewe have
asked by profes- . E‘N rai sed consi der-
sionals, LAW has Sion © able sums but we
hired engineers to review the have along way to go.

L ane goplicaion and use Pl ease send whatever you
their expertiseto formul ate canto LAW TODAY!

the critical questions about Thank you.

L | Yed iwanttohel p LAW makesure

our ordinances are enforced. Endosed ismy

donation for:
J$ [J$10 [J$15 [1$25 [] $50
[J $75 []$100 [J Other:

[] Please put me on LAW's contact list.

L] lwanta“Lane, Lane, Go Away!”
signfor my lawn.
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